Publication Date: Wednesday, March 4, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
[bookmark: _Hlk133567777][bookmark: _Hlk172559479]
[bookmark: _Hlk222917323]NOTICE

[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission
In re: 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 17, Reestablishment of Commission Jurisdiction

The Commission’s recent adoption of Chapter 17 (SoS# 2025-171), primarily addressed the reestablishment of jurisdiction and incorporated by reference the prior Land Use Guidance Map for Highland Plantation for interim guidance until an update is completed. Section 17.03(B)(4) of the rule specifies that the map was adopted and will be in effect until the Commission’s rezoning process is conducted to create an updated zoning map.  On February 11, 2026, the Commission approved Zoning Petition ZP 804, thereby adopting an updated Land Use Guidance Map for Highland Plantation. The updated zoning map will be effective on February 26, 2026; thus, the prior version incorporated by reference in Chapter 17 will be superseded and no longer remain in effect on and after that date. The new Land Use Guidance Map for Highland Plantation and all other portions of the Commission’s service area are available for free at
    

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Tim Beaucage
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission,
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Mailing Address: 22 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-2631
Email Address:  

[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]PROPOSALS
[bookmark: _Hlk223011307][bookmark: _Hlk210115451][bookmark: _Hlk204860143][bookmark: _Hlk193964646][bookmark: _Hlk193801019][bookmark: _Hlk193192101][bookmark: _Hlk193191978][bookmark: _Hlk189821225][bookmark: _Hlk203126001][bookmark: _Hlk207181105]
AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 02-030 C.M.R. Ch. 705, Establishment of License and Renewal Fees and Application Requirements for Maine’s Debt Collector Licensing and Requirement for Licensing Through the Nationwide Multistate Licensing System (NMLS)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P065
BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rule corrects references to sections of Bureau Rule Chapter 300 that have been repealed or renumbered, and revises applicant financial statement requirements to allow for alternatives to providing audited financial statements.
PUBLIC HEARING (if any): N/A
COMMENT DEADLINE: April 10, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: Stephanie Roux; 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333; 207-624-8527; 207-582-7699; TTY Relay 711; stephanie.roux@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. §11031(2)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/consumercredit/index.shtml
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: linda.conti@maine.gov
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AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Milk Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-015 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Schedule of Minimum Milk Prices (Order #03-26)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-054 (Emergency)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Minimum March 2026  Class I price is $20.77/cwt. plus $1.63/cwt. for Producer Margins, an over-order premium of $1.04/cwt as prevailing in Southern New England, and a $0.93/cwt. handling fee, for a total of $24.57/cwt., which includes a $0.20/cwt Federal promotion fee.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, March 1, 2026 (Emergency)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Julie-Marie Bickford
Agency Name: Maine Milk Commission
Mailing Address: SHS 28, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Telephone Number: (207)287-7521
Email Address: julie-marie.bickford@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 607, ASPIRE Program Rule (All Sections ASPIRE 29 - LD 1748)
 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-055

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The adopted rule effectuates changes to the ASPIRE Program Rules to ensure services provided are trauma-informed, culturally and linguistically appropriate and consistent with a legislative change to 22 M.R.S. §§ 3762(A-1), 3788, and 3790 made by P.L. 2021, Chapter 648 Part 5.  The adopted rule effectuates non-substantive changes throughout the manual for clarity and inclusivity and improves the readability of the manual, reduces stigma inducing language, and removes outdated terminology, references and/or procedures. The adopted rule further aligns this rule with 10-144, C.M.R. Ch. 331 to better meet the needs of ASPIRE Participants.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, March 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Dawn Croteau, ASPIRE Program Manager
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 45 Anthony Avenue, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 624-6968
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Procedures
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-027

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The proposed changes would update agency rules to reflect P.L. 2019, ch. 534 (contributions by lobbyists); incorporate a new statutory term, “public communication;” reflect P.L. 2025, ch. 181 (contributions to unenrolled candidates); authorize agency staff to provide informal legislative ethics advice; recognize that a candidate has received a contribution when another person has republished the candidate’s campaign materials; eliminate an original signature requirement for campaign finance complaints; reflect current practice in notifications of public meetings; and make uniform citations to the Election Law.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, March 3, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:

Name: Julie Aube, Commission Assistant
Agency Name: Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
Mailing Address: 135 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0135
Telephone Number: (207) 287-4179
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 428, Stewardship Program for Packaging
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-056

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department is recommending that the Board adopt amendments to the existing Stewardship Program for Packaging, 06-096 C.M.R. ch. 428 (effective December 25, 2024) (“Chapter 428”). The Department proposes to amend the existing rule to add Appendix A – The Packaging Material Types List. In addition, the Department also proposes changes to Chapter 428 to incorporate changes made to statute with L.D. 1423, An Act to Improve Recycling by Updating the Stewardship Program for Packaging (P.L. 2025, ch. 383) by the 132nd Maine Legislature, First Special Session. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, March 3, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Brian Beneski
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: (207) 592-0248 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Health Data Organization 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 90-590 C.M.R. Ch. 841, Uniform Reporting System for Hospital Price Transparency (New Routine Technical Rule) 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-057

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This new rule is being adopted to implement change to PL 2023, chapter 584 that requires disclosure to the MHDO of hospital price transparency data mandated under 45 CFR Part 180 subparts A and B.     

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, March 8, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Debra J. Dodge
Agency Name: Maine Health Data Organization
Mailing Address: 151 Capitol Street, SHS 102, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-6722
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Health Data Organization
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 90-590 C.M.R. Ch. 340, Uniform Reporting System for Reporting 340B Drug Program Data Sets (routine technical)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-058

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule is being implemented to address the changes to 22 M.R.S. § 1728, PL 2025, chapter 388, Part P, concerning the collection of information from hospitals participating in the 340B Drug Program.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, March 8, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Debra J. Dodge
Agency Name: Maine Health Data Organization
Mailing Address: 151 Capitol Street, SHS 102, Augusta, ME 04333-102
Telephone Number: 207-287-6722
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 252, Syringe Services Programs Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-059

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopted amendments to 10-144 C.M.R. chapter 252 to incorporate Public Law 2025, chapter 408, which amended 22 M.R.S. § 1341 to explicitly permit certified Syringe Service Programs to operate mobile sites and provide delivery services in accordance with parameters set forth by Maine CDC. Rule amendments clarify that “Syringe Services” may be delivered to “Consumers” in person via “Brick and Mortar” and “Mobile” Sites, as well as hypodermic apparatus exchanges by delivery services, in accordance with 22 M.R.S. § 1341 (5).  Under this rule, SSP delivery services of hypodermic apparatuses is limited to locations outside a 1,000-foot proximity from where there is a primary and secondary school.. Following public comment on the proposed rule, the Department responded by making several changes to clarify definitions, data collection, and application requirements for SSP certification at establishment of the SSP and for any subsequent SSP modifications, including requirements for SSP to demonstrate notification to lead municipality officials, local or county law enforcement, and health care providers within the SSP areas of operations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, March 8, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bridget Danis
Agency Name: Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Mailing Address: 286 Water Street, 11 SHS, Augusta, Maine, 04330
Telephone Number: 207-287-9394 
Email Address: 
TTY: Maine Relay 711









		Page 2 of 2	


